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FIEMME 2013: HUGE PARTICIPATION!
EVERYTHING WELL AFTER THE FIRST WEEK
 
A successful first week for Fiemme 2013
Almost the entire FIS Council has been present for this first week in the Italian World Championships
Almost 120.000 spectators up until now
Pietro De Godenz: “The snow won’t stop us. We only miss an Italian medal”.


Day six of the Nordic World Ski Championships Fiemme 2013. Today is a “rest day”, it means that there are no races on the programme. It’s a chance to reflect on this first week. 
“Everything is going well,” declares Pietro De Godenz, President of Fiemme 2013 “despite the heavy snow we haven’t had any delays or race cancellations.”
The International Ski Federation Council is almost all present here: from the FIS President Gian-Franco Kasper, the representative from Switzerland, to the members of Italy, USA, Germany, Australia, Austria, Norway, Finland, Czech Republic. With the representatives of France, Sweden and Slovenia coming soon (Canada and Russia are absent). This Council presence has never been as strong at the previous editions of the World Championships in Val di Fiemme.
During the first days of the Championships the attendance has been massive, even if this was expected more in the second week of competitions. Almost 120.000 spectators attended the races as a whole, over 25.000 at the XC Stadium for the Ladies & Men Skiathlon and more than 20.000 at the Ladies and Men Team Sprint, for example.
Everybody likes these Championships and it is clearly in evidence, not only because of the cheerful people in the crowded race stands, but also in the surrounding events.
“The opening ceremony was really successful. I have received a lot of compliments from the press and from political representatives. The first doubts concerning the cost of the event has been overcome. The prize giving ceremonies are very successful and the record of the last two days attendance has reached ten thousand people. The Fan Parade, the Beatles tribute bands, who performed in Moena, and the SAT choir were greatly appreciated. This evening the Haydn Orchestra will attract a lot of people too. The only slight problems were connected to overcrowding, as happened yesterday from time to time at the jumping competition in Predazzo. The Scandinavian supporters, who usually love to be in the open air, packed the restaurants and pubs, because of the bad weather”, said De Godenz.
Last Saturday there were some inconveniences linked to the cross-country stadium but they were immediately solved because the Organizing Committee and the volunteers are very experienced, they are used to managing difficult situations and are experts in problem solving. Besides the volunteers, the Students’ Staff are always meticulous and punctual in the tasks assigned to them and give valuable help.
Everyone wants to come to the Fiemme 2013 World Championships. Many personalities have been spotted in the Stadiums, including the Norwegian Prime Minister, the Polish Minister of Tourism, the Czech General Director for Tourism, the Crown Princess of Sweden (who will arrive today) followed by the King of Sweden. On 1 March the new CONI President Giovanni Malagò will be visiting us as well.
It is right and proper to take stock of the event also from a sporting and tourism point of view, as these two aspects are strictly connected here in Val di Fiemme. According to De Godenz “Nordic Skiing doesn't only mean Norway, but also Japan and the United States going beyond the European borders. Furthermore, it means France and Russia, the last of which has one of the strongest national teams, interesting, considering the next Olympic Games are in Sochi in 2014. Germany and Austria are doing a great job, too. Maybe we expected better results from Poland and the Czech Republic, two very important countries for us in respect of tourism”.
TV is doing very well: the work being done by RAI is outstanding, both for shooting and the support to all of the other media. 
“The only disappointment is that Italy hasn't won any medal yet” concludes De Godenz. In effect it would be the real jewel in the crown. Let's see what will happen in the next days. Go Italy!
Info: www.fiemme2013.com 

