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JOHAN OLSSON: AN AMAZING ONE MAN SHOW
FIEMME 2013 CELEBRATES THE NEW KING OF THE 50K

Olsson leads the race for almost 40 km and wins the gold for Sweden
Second place for Cologna and the bronze medal for Poltoranin
The closing ceremony ends the Fiemme 2013 World Championships


In a 50km classic race it's not advisable to break away after only 10km.There's still one hour and a half of the race to go and anything can happen. Plus, the hot weather, as it was today in Val di Fiemme, can have a big impact on the competition. “That's true, the risk was high but I wanted to try and see how the others would react”, commented the new World Champion Johan Olsson today after the race.  The other athletes' reaction was rather slow at the beginning, because no one could ever imagine that the cross-country skier from Skultuna (watched by the Swedish King) could race alone for such a long time in a 50km race that was so demanding.
Dario Cologna was the only one to suspect the great potential of his opponent and the Swedes' desire to win the final gold medal in these World Championships. He chased Olsson for 10 km but after he fell he went back into the chasing group. Among them there were the Italians Giorgio Di Centa and Dietmar Noeckler, who were able to keep pace with Legkov, Poltoranin, Northug, Bauer, Roenning and Vylegzhanin. Olsson's advantage was never over one minute and Lukas Bauer tried to close the gap but the Swede today was in perfect shape. As he was skiing down the final straight Swedish fans waved their national flag with pride finally claiming a top prize at these Championships. In the last kilometer the fight for the silver medal began and Cologna seemed to be the number one candidate, followed by Legkov, Poltoranin and Roenning. Silver for Cologna and the Kazakh Poltoranin won the bronze medal just in front of Norway and Russia.
On a beautiful sunny day, when the sky was as blue as the volunteers' uniforms, the curtain was finally brought down on these Fiemme 2013 World Championships. When something beautiful comes to an end, one also feels a deep sadness.

After the last prize-giving, the closing ceremony began with a parade of 55 volunteers wearing the flags of the competing nations. They danced in the parterre, in a semi-circle “surrounding” the officials, the OC President Tiziano Mellarini, the Executive President Pietro De Godenz and the FIS President Gian Franco Kasper.
“It's time to say goodbye”, said FIS President Gian Franco Kasper, who concluded with the formal words “I declare these World Championships closed”. While the Italian anthem was playing sung by thousands of supporters, the Italian Financial Police took down the Italian flag. All had tears in their eyes, extremely proud of being part of this successful event.
These Championships were also about fair play. The “Fair Play Fiemme 2013” award was introduced by Panathlon International – an international organisation recognized by CIO – and is given to the athlete who competed and behaved in the fairest manner. The award was given to the Norwegian ski jumping team, who having gone from 2nd to 4th place due to a correction in the point assignment, graciously accepted the jury's decision without question.
Afterwards, the FIS flag was lowered and given by De Godenz to Kasper, who then passed it to Marcus Wallenberg, president of the next Nordic World Ski Championships, that will be held in Falun in 2015.
The FIS was given a special award by Fiemme 2013: “Skiers Can Fly”, the magnificent work by Angelo Morucci and Mario Venturini from MV Art in Design. This combines hi-tech materials with traditional elements, such as Stradivari wood. The artwork is a unique piece that plays music from any audio source. 
The ceremony ended with a presentation video about Falun 2015 and the “living flags” departed.
The show is over and as the sun begins its journey to set behind the enchanted mountains of Val di Fiemme, volunteers start to express their emotions, smiling, crying and hugging each other because they were the engine of this extraordinary event. Fiemme 2013 will be in the hearts of everyone.
Info: www.fiemme2013.com

50 Km C Men

1 OLSSON Johan SWE 2:10:41.4; 2 COLOGNA Dario SUI 2:10:54.3; 3 POLTORANIN Alexey KAZ 2:10:58.2; 4 LEGKOV Alexander RUS 2:11:00.9; 5 ROENNING Eldar NOR 2:11:01.6; 6 GJERDALEN Tord Asle NOR 2:11:13.7; 7 DOTZLER Hannes GER 2:11:14.1; 8 VYLEGZHANIN Maxim RUS 2:11:16.0; 9 FILBRICH Jens GER 2:11:19.9; 10 RICHARDSSON Daniel SWE 2:11:22.7

