INTERVIEWS 21 FEBRUARY

NIKITA KRIUKOV

Norway had already won two medals in the women’s, so it was time for us to win one. I felt good skiing, my tactic was to sit in the group and to make my move over the last 100 meters and by 80 meters I knew I had the race won. I was surprised to see Alex Harvey in third place, because I know how good he is. 
PETTER NORTHUG Jr.
I’m absolutely happy with silver because I saw myself as an outsider. I was in a good final heat, and planned to stay in the running for the final. I knew Kriukov was among world’s best sprinters, so I’m satisfied to start the Championships with a silver medal. Norway is certainly very happy with the first day and now we can relax and look forward to the next races.
ALEX HARVEY 

Once I have the bib on, I know I have a chance of winning. Today wasn’t my best day of racing, but I have other days to beat the other guys. I’ve been fighting all the way through and eventually I got this bronze. 
MARIT BJOERGEN 

I wasn’t expecting to win because I haven’t had much practice this year, I focused mainly on training. I really like Italy, it’s my second home, and I especially like Val di Fiemme because it’s where I won two gold medals. Ten years ago was a bit different, I was younger, however this time I managed to cross the line first exactly as I did 10 years ago.
IDA INGEMARSDOTTER 

I had a great semifinal and a good start to the final race, but then Marit got away and was too fast to catch. I know I was competing against World’s best skiers in classic technique, and attacked on the first uphill, in order to keep the pace. Silver medal is fantastic.
MAIKEN CASPERSEN FALLA

It’s been a great day for Norway and this bronze is simply great. We spoke about a sort of team work with Marit a little before the start, but we focused on our own race. I was very excited for Marit, she was fantastic and ran an incredible race.
