Press Release January 9th, 2010 

LUKAS BAUER WINS THE 20 KM CLASSIC IN VAL DI FIEMME 
TOMORROW WE WILL SEE SPARKS ON THE CERMIS 

-The Czech dominated the race in classic, but Northug is still leader of  Tour de Ski 
-Tomorrow the last challenge in Alpe Cermis ... upwards in every sense of the words


At the 2010 Tour de Ski in Val di Fiemme there is a "train" called Lukas Bauer. Today, the thirty-two Czech cross country racer was the author of a superlative race that not even the unbeaten Norwegian Petter Northug – second at the finish line – was able to stop. Bauer won the 20 km classic mass start, the penultimate act of the Tour de Ski, at the cross-country ski stadium in Lago di Tesero.
As for the women's race in the afternoon, it was the rain that accompanied the champions of the World Cross-Country Ski. 
At the exit of the stadium and for most of the first lap, the group has remained compact with the Swiss Cologna - winner of the Tour de Ski in 2009 - to make the pace, followed closely by all the best racers, i.e. the Swedish Hellner and Rickardsson, the French Gaillard, the Norwegian Northug, the Finnish Heikkinen and the Germans Teichmann and Sommerfeldt. 
Lukas Bauer immediately imposed its tough rhythm, and at the first ‘intermediate’ time the only ones able to keep up with his pace where Gaillard, Heikkinen and Northug. The Czech, winner of CdM  and of the Tour de Ski in 2008, had not been able to give his best in this Tour de Ski, up till now of course. Today, his pace was always constant and it never gave any sign of slowing down. 
After nearly a quarter of the race, the group became less compact, and Bauer and Northug, together with four other athletes, stretched in a resolute way toward a new passage under the banner of arrival. Northug, at this point of the race, seemed to easily control his opponents and kept leading in the following laps for the "sprint bonus "-respectively 15, 10 and 5 seconds per lap. 
Mile after mile, the race has increasingly assumed the tones of a personal challenge between the two, a duel Norway-Czech Republic. Bauer was unstoppable with his pace. Northug didn’t give up one inch. Behind them the empty or nearly so. 
The turning point in the race came at the 13.5 km, when the Czech champion, silver medal in Liberec in February, decided it was time to pass and go. Bauer's action was swift and Northug - maybe because of a ski preparation not quite appropriate for today’s the heavy snow - could not do anything but let his opponent run away. 
During the last passage in the stadium, Lukas Bauer was the first to pass, while Northug arrived only after 22 seconds. From that moment on, Lukas Bauer continued to increase the advantage on the Norwegian opponent, who appeared in great difficulty, and was reached by Cologna, Gaillard and Teichmann. 
Bauer's ‘fury’, heading even toward the new leadership of the Tour de Ski, made him transit on the finish line before Northug (31 "50 delay), and Teichmann (32" 30 delay). 
The victory brought Bauer on the top step of the podium, but didn’t allow him to become the Tour de Ski leader, which is still Northug’s for 8 "30 - thanks to the many sprint bonuses earned by the Norwegian during the race. Northug has also won the Sprint standings of Tour 2010. 
Tomorrow the conclusive race will be at 12.30 for women (9 km free technique) and at 15.30 for men (10 km free technique). The Final Climb and the Val di Fiemme are getting ready to crown the new king and queen of the Tour de Ski. 
Info: www.fiemme2013.com

Results:

1 BAUER Lukas (CZE) 59:03.5; 2 NORTHUG Petter (NOR) 59:35.0; 3 TEICHMANN Axel (GER) 59:35.8; 4 COLOGNA Dario (SUI) 59:36.8; 5 RICKARDSSON Daniel (SWE) 59:40.6 ; 6 GAILLARD Jean Marc (FRA) 59:45.5; 7 SOMMERFELDT Rene (GER) 59:48.1; 8 CHEREPANOV Sergey (KAZ) 59:48.9; 9 JOHNSRUD SUNDBY Martin (NOR) 59:50.0; 10 FILBRICH Jens (GER) 59:51.5 


