Press Release, 8th January 2011

JUSTYNA KOWALCZYK (POL) WINS IN VAL DI FIEMME 
AND MARCHES TOWARDS THE 2011 TOUR DE SKI TITLE

Poland’s Kowalczyk wins the Women’s 10 km CT in Val di Fiemme
Johaug of Norway and Longa of Italy closed second and third
Final Climb tomorrow on the Alpe Cermis plus entertainment for all


Seven is her magic number, that’s for sure. Seven victories out of seven races. Poland’s Justyna Kowalczyk has won today her seventh Tour de Ski race (the ladies 10 km CT in Italy’s Val di Fiemme) and moved closer to her second Tour de Ski title.
The strong Polish skier blew away all her opponents and won the race in the alpine valley, ahead of Norway’s Therese Johaug and Italy’s Marianna Longa, who tried to keep her pace, but eventually gave up.
In the overall Tour standing, before tomorrow’s Final Climb, Kowalczyk is leading with over two minutes ahead of Marianna Longa and Arianna Follis of Italy.
The race over 10 km classic technique was an exciting one from the very beginning. The Norwegian Johaug (on 9th spot after six Tour de Ski stages) jumped in front of the pack straight away, but the rest of the group seemed to control her pretty easily. Three laps to cover and a total of 45 bonus seconds to win were the premises. 
Everything could happen at the end of the day, and the Italians along with Slovenia’s Petra Majdic and Finland’s Aino Kaisa Saarinen, wanted all a piece of the cake each. What Kowalczyk wanted instead, was not to get into trouble, so towards the end of the first lap, she ‘changed gear’ and decided it was time to take the lead. The only one who managed to kept her pace was the 22 years old Johaug, and the couple started her run towards the finish side by side. 
In the back, the fight for the third spot on the podium was between Longa and Saarinen, with surprising Marte Elden of Norway (with bib number 19) quickly closing the gap behind them.
On the final straight, Kowalczyk became simply irresistible and grabbed her victory, with 6 seconds advantage on Johaug and 55 seconds on Longa. ‘It’s been a fantastic race, my skis were perfect and I felt great too’, said the Polish skier today. ‘I got all the bonus seconds, and now I know that tomorrow I may fight for the title.’ 
Therese Johaug too did a great race today playing well the role of leader with the Polish. ‘At the beginning I felt good physically’, said Johaug, ‘so I decided to do my best, without spending all energies though. I did a good team work with Justyna, we both kept a strong rhythm. I really had fun today and can’t wait to face the famous Cermis tomorrow’. 
The Tour de Ski two-days event in Val di Fiemme continues tomorrow with the very last leg, the legendary 9 km Final Climb on the Alpe Cermis, scheduled at 12.30pm (Women) and 2.20pm (Men). 
At 10.00am the promotional open race ‘Rampa con i Campioni’ will be on with ski legends such as Katerina Neumannova, Vegard Ulvang, Torgny Mogren, Cristian Zorzi and Fulvio Valbusa, among others.
During the whole day, along the Final Climb track, the Tour del Gusto will be on, with music, fun and delicacies of traditional cuisine. 
Info: www.fiemme2013.com 

Results Mass Start 10 km Ladies
1) Kowalczyk Justyna (POL) 30:27.6; 2) Johaug Therese (NOR) +6.3; 3) Longa Marianna (ITA) +55.7; 4) Elden Marte (NOR) +1:01.4; 5) Saarinen Aino Kaisa (FIN) +1:14.0; 6) Follis Arianna (ITA) +1:20.8; 7) Kristoffersen Marthe (NOR) +1:25.1; 8) Zeller Katrin (GER) +1:28.1; 9) Majdic Petra (SLO) +1:32.0; 10) Oestberg Ingvild Flugstad (NOR) +1:33.3




