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VIESSMANN FIS TOUR DE SKI IN VAL DI FIEMME
NORWAY WINS, COLOGNA REMAINS THE TOUR LEADER

Eldar Roenning of Norway won the Men’s 20k CT
Canada’s Harvey came in second ahead of Dario Cologna
The Swiss keeps the overall leadership
Petter Northug Jr. off the podium


Norwegian Eldar Roenning was sitting on the 24th position in the Tour de Ski overall until today, but today it was his perfect day, no doubt about it. It all happened in the very last lap, when the 29-year old skier from Norway decided he still had something to say regarding this year’s Tour. He took the lead in the last couple of kilometres and when he showed up on the final straight, it appeared clear to everybody that both Canadian Alex Harvey and Swiss Dario Cologna were not able to grab him any longer. Number one favourite and last year’s winner of the 20k CT Petter Northug jr. closed his race in forth position.
‘I managed to stay in the main group all the way’, said today’s winner after the finish line, ‘and my skis were prepared very well, I must say. Sometimes the Russians and Dario Cologna attempted to accelerate, but we played a good game as a team as well, so we managed to close the gap every time. Today’s podium is the second for me in this year’s Tour de Ski after Toblach. It has been a good Tour de Ski so far’. 
While Northug, Cologna and the Russians fought in all sprint and intermediate lines, Roenning kept the situation under control and kept energies for the very end. Great tactics in the end, Eldar, and applause deserved from the 10.000 spectators gathered inside the stadium. 
The Canadian team never lost view of the leaders, and Alex Harvey eventually managed to edge out Tour de Ski overall leader Cologna with 0,2 seconds only. ‘I did my best today’, Harvey said at the end, ‘especially cause I could keep both Cologna and Northug behind myself. They are the absolute favourites for the eventual victory, but as far as I am concerned, I look forward to the Final Climb race tomorrow. It’s a one year event and it’s absolutely fantastic’.  
Despite his third place, Dario Cologna looked satisfied at the end of today’s competition, simply because he kept the overall lead and kept Petter Northug at proper distance, namely 1 minutes 22 seconds back. ‘I’m close to the victory and this is definitely a good advantage’, Cologna said. ‘Today’s course was very tough and demanding, but I felt good and managed to keep Northug’s pace all the way through the very end. I’m confident about tomorrow’s race. I know the climb pretty well and, most of all, I want to win once again.”
The Men’s Final Climb competition on the Alpe Cermis is scheduled tomorrow at 2.30pm.
Today at 3.45pm, the Ladies’ 10k CT race is kicking off at the XC stadium in Lago di Tesero, and the couple Bjoergen-Kowalczyk is surely the one to be kept an eye on. The Norwegian leads the overall with a 7 seconds only advantage on last year’s winner of the series Kowalczyk.
Info: www.fiemme2013.com


Results 20 km mass start men:
1 Roenning Eldar  Nor  1:00:02.2; 2 Harvey Alex  Can  1:00:03.3; 3 Cologna Dario  Sui  1:00:03.5; 4 Northug Petter Jr.  Nor  1:00:03.7; 5 Turyshev Sergey  Rus  1:00:04.5; 6 Kershaw Devon  Can  1:00:05.4; 7 Dyrhaug Niklas  Nor  1:00:07.3; 8 Angerer Tobias  Ger  1:00:08.0; 9 Japarov Dmitriy  Rus  1:00:08.1; 10 Tscharnke Tim  Ger  1:00:08.6 

