TOUR DE SKI: WHO’S NEXT?

Who is going raise the next Tour de Ski trophy? On Sunday 8th January, Italy’s Val di Fiemme will crown Dario Cologna and Justyna Kowalczyk’s successors, but only after the incredible Final Climb on the Alpe Cermis. 
‘The FIS Tour de Ski has become the most prestigious annual event in professional cross country skiing’, FIS Race Director XC and Tour de Ski creator Jürg Capol recently said, and since its first edition in 2007, Val di Fiemme has been staging the closing leg of the World Cup circuit. The 2011/2012 series will start off in Oberhof (Germany) on December 29th and after following steps in Oberstdorf and Dobbiaco, it will be landing in Val di Fiemme with a two-day event that looks once again astounding.
It will all begin on Saturday 7th January with two races (Men’s 20 km CT and Women’s 10 km CT), at 12.30 pm and 3.45 pm respectively, that will be followed on Sunday by two 9 km FT competitions scheduled at 12.30 pm (women’s) and 2.30 pm (men’s). The first male and female athletes who will cross the finish line on the Alpe Cermis will be the new Tour de Ski winners, as the Final Climb event is a “Gundersen” race.
During the whole week-end (from Friday until Sunday), the Nordic Ski Fiemme OC will be once again organising several entertaining events and activities for skiers and spectators. 

Beside the XC stadium in Lago di Tesero, the music of ‘Fiemme Folk’ will warm everyone up on Friday night and make everyone ready to the following day, when the revamped arena and its brand new snow park will open their doors to young skiers for the first ‘Kids Event’, a promotional race full of fun that is planned to involve around 500 youngsters. 
During the day, there will be the chance to taste the delicacies from the local traditional cuisine and enjoy dj and live music. ‘Fiemme Arena’ will entertain children and families with games and funny activities. After the World Cup races, while an Amateur Relay race will be on track at the stadium, Cavalese town centre will stage the South Nordic Festival, with live music, street performers, parades and loads of fun. At the end of the parade, the ‘Star Bib distibution’ will set the square on fire. The champions who are taking part in the ‘Rampa con i Campioni’ race of Sunday morning, will officially receive their bib and will be more than happy to meet all the fans. ‘Fiemme Rock’ back in the XC arena will surely… rock on Saturday night.
Music, fun and delicious food will be for all on Sunday 8th January as well, along the Alpe Cermis slope, with a new chapter of the ‘Tour del Gusto’, a food tasting tour that will surely satisfy everyone's taste.
The Viessmann FIS Tour de Ski winners since 2007 have been Tobias Angerer (GER) and Virpi Kuitunen (FIN) in 2007, Lukas Bauer (CZE) and Charlotte Kalla (SWE) in 2008, Dario Cologna (SUI) and Virpi Kuitunen in 2009, Lukas Bauer and Justyna Kowalczyk (POL) in 2010, and, as previously said, Cologna and Kowalczyk signed the last chapter of the series. Are you ready to celebrate the 2012 winners? Val di Fiemme surely is.
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