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FIS TOUR DE SKI TO CLOSE IN VAL DI FIEMME (I)
110 DAYS TO THE 10th EDITION

The 10th time of the FIS Tour de Ski in 110 days
Grand finale in Italy's Val di Fiemme on 9 and 10 January 2016
The biggest event of the XC World Cup season ends along the Final Climb
Switzerland, Germany and Italy host the FIS Tour de Ski 2016

May we have your attention please: the 10th time of the FIS Tour de Ski is in sight and all snow lovers, cross country skiers and fans be better save the date. In exactly 110 days, on Friday 1 January 2016, the multi-stage event that more than a decade ago literally shook up the Nordic world will kick off in Lenzerheide (SUI) and celebrate its 10th running. After ten days, on Sunday 10 January, the series that is also part of the XC World Cup calendar will be crowning its new king and queen on top of the Final Climb in Val di Fiemme (ITA).
The magic idea of having several competitions in different countries, different formats and techniques, one after the other like a real Tour of 10 days (from 1 to 10 January this season, a happy coincidence) around Europe, came from Vegard Ulvang and Jürg Capol who from the very beginning knew it would have been a tough challenge. 'After ten years the Tour has by far exceeded our expectations. It is attractive for athletes, media and sponsors', recently claimed Ulvang, and Italy's Val di Fiemme has played a fundamental role in the growing success of the TdS as a whole. The alpine valley will once again be the main actor in the 2016 Tour de Ski next January by hosting two races in two days: the Mass Start CT at the XC Stadium in Lago di Tesero (10k Women - 15k Men) on 9 January, followed by the spectacular Final Climb on Sunday 10 January. All events will be free of any charge for spectators and thousands of fans from all over the world are expected along the tracks as last January when around 15.000 people enjoyed the Italian eventual stages of this incredible World Cup series. On both days, the Nordic Ski Fiemme OC will also present several side events such as the Tour del Gusto with local and national delicacies and drinks plus the Rampa con i Campioni promo race a few hours before the Final Climb World Cup event. 
Norway's Marit Bjoergen and Martin Johnsrud Sundby dominated last season's Tour and Sundby aims for third win in a row in 2016. 'It's going to be the most interesting men's Tour the Ski ever', stated the Norwegian XC superstar, 'No championships this year, all athletes with the chance of fighting for podiums will be in the starting grid in Lenzerheide. Dario wants to take it back, Petter Northug wants what he has never had, but we all better watch out for Alexander Legkov, Calle Halfvarsson and Finn H. Krogh as well. Can't wait for the Final Climb, that's simply the perfect celebration of the 10th Tour, it’s going to be epic!'
A grand total prize of 640.000 CHF will be paid out during the ten days of 2016 TdS for both men and women. The overall winners will receive 100.000 CHF and 400 World Cup points while winners of each stage will get 3.000 CHF and 50 WC points. At the end of each race (except from the last stage), the provisional leaders will receive 1.000 CHF. The winner of the overall sprint ranking will be awarded with 6.000 CHF.
The 2015/2016 XC World Cup will take off in Finland at the end of November, a month or so before the 10th FIS Tour de Ski. Lenzerheide (SUI) will host a FT Sprint event, a CT Middle Distance competition (15k W – 30k M) and a short FT Pursuit (5k W – 10k M). After a day off  (Monday 4 January) the Tour will continue in Oberstdorf (GER) with the Skiathlon and a Sprint race. The 2016 Tour de Ski will move on to Toblach (ITA) and the spectacular last two legs in Val di Fiemme (ITA) on 9 and 10 January. Both events in Val di Fiemme are organised by the Nordic Ski Fiemme OC who will also get on track in about ten days with the FIS Roller Ski World Championships (24-27 September 2015).
Info: www.fiemmeworldcup.com 


