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TWENTY DAYS TILL TOUR DE SKI IN VAL DI FIEMME
FINAL CLIMB: HIGHLIGHT OF EFFORT 

Tour de Ski in Val di Fiemme on 5th and 6th January
Traditional last stage with Mass Start and Final Climb
In the FIS World Cup in Davos Pellegrino 2nd, De Fabiani 7th and Brocard 10th
 “Rampa con i Campioni”, occasion for amateurs to live the Final Climb
VIP Hospitality areas available


Tour de Ski is ready to start, but in the meantime the World Cup challenges continue. Last weekend in Davos (SUI), the Italian team led by Federico Pellegrino got good indications – Pellegrino was second in the sprint behind Klaebo, Francesco De Fabiani seventh in the 15 km, and Elisa Brocard tenth, a surprise result and one of the best in her career as expert cross-country skier. Among the women Therese Johaug continues to be unstoppable and hungrier than ever, after having served the disqualification that made her even more fierce. Now there will be a short break before focusing on Tour de Ski which will start and arrive in Italy, ending in Val di Fiemme, the "cradle of Nordic skiing". Dobbiaco will host the first stage on Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th December, then there will be the stages in Switzerland and Germany and the traditional “Grand Final” in Val di Fiemme, venue of the last stage since the very first edition of the event. On Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th January the valley will host the mass start (10 km women and 15 km men) in Lago di Tesero and the very last stage on Cermis with the legendary Final Climb, which is a must for both athletes and those who love strong emotions attracting a multitude of curious people. It will be important to administer the energies in view of the World Championships in Seefeld in Austria scheduled for February. The 'menu' of Tour de Ski offers seven fascinating (and very demanding) challenges in nine days, an event with a great media coverage, a highly demanding physical effort and a rich prize money for the final winners. For these reasons, the various national teams haven’t chosen the participants in the Tour de Ski yet. In case of a forfeit by the 'great' Klaebo and Johaug, there will still be great champions starting with Martin Johnsrud Sundby, three times first and twice second in Val di Fiemme on Cermis and therefore three-time winner of Tour de Ski. Then there is Dario Cologna, who has declared to aim again at the "Tour", and also for him there have already been four victories, a second place and two third places in Val di Fiemme. They would be enough to set up a real battle on Cermis. For the Italian team, the situation is more complex: there are many athletes who are good in very different types of competitions, such as Pellegrino in the sprints. The regulation allows FISI (Italian ski federation) to deploy 10 men and 10 women. Marco Selle, the competition cross-country director, does not give much away, not even after Davos. Next week there will be the European Cup in Valdidentro and the trainers will define the team. The Fiemme Ski World Cup committee is dealing with the production of snow at the Cross-country Stadium in Lago di Tesero, which will host the challenges of Saturday. For those who love active sport and want to confront themselves with the stars of cross-country skiing, on Sunday, January 6th there will also be the "Rampa con i Campioni" (entries by January 4th for 25 euros). It is a race for everyone and offers the 9 km Final Climb of Tour de Ski, on the same track on which even the cross-country champions will compete in the afternoon. Christmas is just around the corner and it’s not easy to find the right gift for our beloved. For this reason the Fiemme Ski World Cup Commitee has decided to give you the original idea of gifting your friends, relatives and colleagues with the VIP tickets for Val di Fiemme’s Nordic Ski World Cup challenges: “You will have the opportunity to choose among the VIP Hospitality areas of the FIS Tour de Ski’s final (5-6 January) and the Panoramic Terrace of the Ski Jumping and Nordic Combined’s World Cup (11-12-13 January)”.

For further information: www.fiemmeworldcup.com    

