Press Release of 14th January 2007
MANNINEN THE MAGNIFICENT!

IN VAL DI FIEMME HE TRICKS AUSTRIA

- In the morning Austria wins the jumping race

- A bright Cross-country race until the last lap

- Manninen is a flash and the last kilometre he “burns” Stecher    

- An organizational success for the Classical Resort in Val di Fiemme

The Nordic Combined World Cup team race which took place today in Val di Fiemme spoke Finnish, with the talented Hannu Manninen, the big protagonist of today. The Finnish, the 2005/06 World Cup winner, showed his big skills as cross-country skier, allowing the team to recuperate the lost ground during the jumping race this morning (Finland ranked 4th behind Austria, Norway and Austria B).
Yesterday the first and second place of Austria were as clear (the Bieler’s success on the Olympic Champion Gottwald), as expected. In fact today the hill of Predazzo smiled again to Austria in the team jumping, which ranked 1st. Nevertheless Bieler and Gottwald were not the heroes of today (however able to jump respectively 101 m. and 100 m.), but the “reserves” Stecher and Gruber. The best jump of the day was made by Gruber, who flew 107 m. (instead Stecher 102 m.). Behind the huge power of Austria, there was Norway, which before the relay’s start, accused a 32” gap. Completing the Austrian control there was the team B, ranked 3rd with 37”, the same gap that Finland had at the start of the 4X5 km. race. 
The relay race was exciting, with Austria immediately as lead. Bieler is the first member of the relay who ended his race still as leader with 22” on his Austria B team-mates and 27” on Norway and Finland.

In the middle of the second lap, the Austrian relay team (in that moment guided by Gruber) was reached by the team-mates of Austria B, and then also by Finland and Norway. Norway which didn’t keep pace of the teams’ outriders and so, at the second change, the leading teams became three (Austria, Austria B and Finland).

The third member of the Austrian relay team was the Olympic Champion Felix Gottwald, who went for it since the beginning and disappeared into thin air. At the end of the third lap, Austria was still leading with 30” on Finland and Austria B.

For the Austrian team Stecher was the last member of the relay, but it was really a pity for him, that behind there was the Finnish Manninen. The final was spectacular with the Finnish who in 3 km. reversed the disadvantage, getting close to the Austrian. Stecher, after having been reached, felt the pride lighting up and tried again the sprint. At that point Manninen looked like to give up, but then he launched the attack again, overtaking the rival just a bit before entering the stadium: and Finland won out! Austria ranked 2nd , followed by the team-mates of Austria B. Norway ranked 4th.
This was the last appointment of this season for the Classical Resort of Val di Fiemme.

Info: www.fiemme2013.com
Results 14 January  – Team 4x5 km

1) Finland (Kaehkoenen – Tallus – Koivuranta – Manninen) 50.58.0; 2) Austria I (Bieler – Gruber – Gottwald – Stecher) +10.5; 3) Norway (Klemetsen – Rian – Tande – Moan) +49.1; 4) Austria II (Klapfer – Kreiner – Denifl – Gruber) +1.01.6; 5) France (Martinez – Laheurte – Braud – Lamy) + 1.52.2; 6) Germany I (Edelmann – Schmitt – Kircheisen – Ackermann) +1.56.1; 7) Norway/France/Finland (Ryynaenen – Markengbakken – Schmid – Bal) +2.06.1; 8) Switzerland (Heer – Hurschler – Schmid – Rieder) +2.56.0; 9) Germany II (Tepel – Hettich – Kaufmann – Frenzel) +4.31.1; 10) Czech Republic (Skopek – Dvorak – Churavy – Slavik) +5.17.0.
