INTERVIEWS
Women’s U23 Sprint Free 1.2 km

Elisabeth Schicho (GER) – 1st place

I am more than happy, today is pretty much a golden day. I am really happy and proud of today’s race and victory. Weather conditions were good, but the track was very tough. I felt really fit today and my skis were perfect. 
Jessica Diggins (USA) – 2nd place

I am very happy. I love this venue. It’s beautiful here, it’s fun racing and it was a good race in preparation for Sochi. It’s always good to practice sprints and it was fun to be here and race with these girls, a very good time.

It was so fun, the other athletes are very strong and it is cool to race with all of us of the same age, so we get more chances to be in the final. My most challenging part is the finishing stretch: sometimes I get off-balance and rock back. That is something that I am working on. I am preparing for Sochi, I just came out of a training camp in preparation for that, so I am very excited to go there and see what we can do.

I would like to race in the sprint and my biggest goal is to hopefully make the relay team.
GIULIA STUERZ (ITA) – 3rd place

These races are very different from the rhythms of the European Cup and the Italian Championships. It's tough, but I was believing in myself right up until the end.
I can't believe it yet, I am so happy. This was my dream but it's easy to say, harder to do... I didn't expect it. We (with Francesca) often train together. I was there with her, fighting for the third place. I thought she would win during the final straight because she's always been more tactically astute, but I did it and I'm really happy. I've never been this good before, and winning at home is a dream.
