Press release 16th January 2020

2,000 ATHLETES AND COURSE READY AT THE TOBLACH-CORTINA
70% OF FOREIGNERS AT THE RACE

43rd Toblach-Cortina on 1st and 2nd February
The winners of the 43rd edition will be rewarded two bulls: “Giovanni” and “Ferdinando”
The course is ready, except for the last 800 metres in Cortina
Registrations by 29th January: 100 euros (42 km) and 75 euros (32 km)


2,000 athletes already registered for the race, 70% are foreigners and the 42km course is ready, except for the last 800 metres in Cortina. The 43rd Toblach-Cortina will take place on 1st and 2nd February. The perfect organisation and the wonderful course make this race unique with start at the military airport of Toblach and finish in the heart of Cortina d’Ampezzo. There are two courses – 42km and 32km – to be covered in the same direction. Many athletes have already registered for the 43rd edition, but the registrations are still open, 100 euros for the classic race on Saturday and 75 euros for the race in free technique on Sunday (valid as Challengers race). The registrations are open until 29th January, a few days before the start.
The three-time winner of this race Tord Asle Gjerdalen (NOR) is chasing his fourth victory, but he has to beat the young Swede Emil Persson, who is leading the Visma Ski Classics standings and has won the Kaiser Maximilian Lauf ahead of Andreas Nygaard (Team Ragde) and of Marcus Johansson. The women’s race has been won by Lina Korsgren (SWE), while Britta Johansson Norgren finished second. Astrid Slind, who had won “La Venosta”, raced to a third place finish. Before the other Italian Visma Ski Classic races, Marcialonga and Toblach-Cortina, the athletes will take part in the “La Diagonela” in Switzerland. Otto Schniebs once said: “Whatever degree of skill a skier may possess, they should never forget that their skis are after all only an instrument, a means through which they can enjoy the winter in all it’s glory and ruggedness, can breathe clean fresh air, can meet human beings in their true character, and can forget all the petty troubles which beset our so-called civilization. These are a few of the reasons why skiing is not merely a sport—it is a way of life”. That’s why the Toblach-Cortina is chosen by the Visma Ski Classics champions, but also by many amateurs who every year participate in this spectacular race in total tranquillity and enjoy this area that seems to have been tailor-made for cross-country skiing. The names of the two bulls that will be awarded to the two winners of the race are "Giovanni" and "Ferdinando"; they have been presented through a cheque with their picture on the finish line in Cortina. The winners will then decide whether to resell them or... keep them as pets!

For further information: www.dobbiacocortina.org   





