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ANDERS AUKLAND SUPERSTAR, WONDERFUL RACE FOR PARUZZI 

Big winners and great emotions at the 31st edition of Marcialonga of Fiemme and Fassa. 
The Norwegian Anders Aukland and the Italian Gabriella Paruzzi are the two winners of the Marcialonga edition 2004, the cross-country long distance race of 70 kilometres, this year valid for the FIS World Cup. The competition offered the public a great performance along the whole track of the two valleys, Fiemme and Fassa, which was followed by a crowd of spectators.
This morning there were about 4,300 participants at the start line in Moena. Punctually at 8.35 a.m. the athletes of the World Cup were the first to start, followed by the first 1,000 cross-country participants.
Already from the beginning the race was uncertain and challenging, especially for the men. The Italian Maurizio Pozzi, winner of Marcialonga 1996, was able to animate the public with a long escape (maximum advantage 1 minute and 20 seconds), that ended up only after 35 kilometres when the participants passed for the second time in Moena.
It was at this point that the race got to its heart with a quartet of athletes, the Italian Giorgio Di Centa, Joergen Aukland and Anders Aukland, and the Swedish Daniel Tynnel who were able to conquer some metres of advantage on the group of the best athletes. They arrived first in the cross-country stadium of Lago di Tesero.
The uphill Cascata was again decisive for the race. It began in Masi di Cavalese the final attack of Anders Aukland, while the Italian Giorgio Di Centa had to stop to wax his skies, after the first meters of the uphill Cascata. The Norwegian went on only with his arm strength and so he was able to keep some precious seconds although the good catching-up action of Di Centa. He arrived first at the finish line of Cavalese, 19 seconds before the Italian Di Centa, and 42 seconds before the other Norwegian Joergen Aukland, his younger brother who won the last edition. Fourth placement for the German Andreas Schluetter, with a gap of two minutes from the first group. He arrived before the policeman Gianantonio Zanetel, who has achieved his best result in the Marcialonga.
For Anders Aukland, 31 years old athlete from Oslo, this is the fifth success in the World Cup, the second of this season after the victory of the double-pursuit in Kuusamo.
Solitary race for the women category with the Italian Gabriella Paruzzi who, after a quiet start, incremented the gap to the Ukrainian Valentina Shevchenko and the German Manuela Henkel kilometre after kilometre. For Gabriella Paruzzi, 34 years old champion from Tarvisio, this victory in Cavalese is her third one of the World Cup in this season. This way she managed to gain some important points over the Cup leader Kristina Smigun who didn’t take part in the race today and who now has only 30 points of advantage.
Fourth and fifth place for the Russian Nagejkina and Savialova, sixth place for the Swedish Ek who preceded Cristina Paluselli from Fiemme.
The Marcialonga event goes on with the arrival of the other few thousand athletes and amateurs who every year perform a unique and spectacular cross-country race in Fiemme and Fassa. 

Results:
1) Aukland Anders (NOR) 3.09.03; 2) Di Centa Giorgio (ITA) 3.09.23; 3) Aukland Joergen (NOR) 3.09.46; 4) Schluetter Andreas (GER) 3.11.05; 5) Zanetel Gianantonio (ITA) 3.11.20; 6) Virolainen Roman (RUS) 3.11.32; 7) Ivanon Mikhail (RUS) 3.11.32; 8) Olle Raul (EST) 3.11.34; 9) Veerpalu Andrus (EST) 3.11.41; 10) Svan Mattias (SWE) 3.11.51
Women
1) Paruzzi Gabriella (ITA) 3.33.07; 2) Shevchenko Valentina (UKR) 3.35.18; 3) Henkel Manuela (GER) 3.37.23; 4) Nageikina Svetlana (RUS) 3.37.53; 5) Savialova Olga (RUS) 3.38.05; 6) Ek Elin (SWE) 3.39.11; 7) Paluselli Cristina (ITA) 3.40.54; 8) Renner Sara (CAN) 3.42.17; 9) Perminova Inga (RUS) 3.42.51; 10) Vasilieva Lillia (RUS) 3.43.31



