MARCIALONGA 2007 – INTERVIEWS
Jerry Ahrlin (1st): “Today my skis were faster than missiles!”

Where did you make the difference?

“Until 7 km before the finish line I run together with my team mate Svaerd. From that point I think I made the difference and I closed my race in a very strong way”.

You are a strong athlete both in short and long distances.
“That is true, but this is not a problem, it is only an advantage!.

Who were your strongest adversaries in the last part of the race,  Cattaneo or Aukland?

“Cattaneo was very strong, but I better know the skill of Aukland, he goes very fast in the ascents.”
Joergen Aukland (2nd)
Last year a victory for you, now a second place. Are you satisfied, anyway?

“Yes, of course. I found a perfect track and I was in good shape. I knew it would have been hard, and I congratulate Ahrlin for his performance, today he was very strong. Cattaneo was great as well,  it has been a hard battle!”
Marco Cattaneo (3rd)

At the finish line you were so happy, is this 3rd place like a victory for you?
“Yes, this is my second podium at Marcialonga, but this one is more precious. It has been a wonderful race. My skis were “flying” and thanks to this fact I reached the feet of the last uphill in the leading group. Then I exploited all my energies and I even thought to win, but along the uphill I slipped and I lost time. 

What is your opinion about the track?

It could be strange but I think the track today was one of the best of the last years. Last Tuesday it was raining and I was convinced it was impossible to run this Marcialonga. My congratulations to the organisers, they made a really good work!”
Hilde Pedersen (1st)

How was your race?

 “I am very tired, but if I consider that yesterday I was sick and I even thought to skip the race, I can be really satisfied. My congratulation for the perfect track and for the fantastic spectators.”
Do you think to participate the next year as well?

 “Only if I will be able to carry out the appropriate training.”

Elin Ek (2nd)
Are you satisfied with your race?
 “Yes, I am. It was a really good race. This is not my first time in these wonderful valleys. In the past I run the World Cup at Passo Lavazè, and I competed also in the 2003 World Championships here in Val di Fiemme.”
Hilde Pedersen started her race immediately with a fast pace, but in the final you reacted very well…
 “Yes, in the final part of the race I tried to reach the leader, but it was too late. She was very, very strong, I think that in the presence of Hilde Pedersen one could be satisfied of a second place!”
Susanne Nystrom (3rd)

Your third place completed a whole Scandinavian podium. Are you happy?

“Yes, I am satisfied, I could’nt hope for something better. I run together with my team mate Hansson, we helped each other. In the final I realised I could have the possibility to prevail, and so I increased the pace and I gained the third place. Last year I was 4th, so I am very happy because I improved my position.”
