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XC SKIING PARADE ON THE ALPE CERMIS
RAMPA CON I CAMPIONI PART II: A NEW SUCCESS

Rampa con i Campioni event celebrates cross-country skiing in Val di Fiemme (Italy)
Majdic, Goldberger, Hjelmeset, Neumannova and Valbusa among the special guests

Viessmann FIS Tour de Ski finals in a little while along the Final Climb

Kowalczyk and Cologna ready to battle it out

A few hours before Viessmann FIS Tour de Ski eventual chapter, the promotional open FT race named Rampa con i Campioni went on track in Val di Fiemme, and what a track!

‘It’s a terrific track and I’m so happy I was here today’, said winner of the day Odd Bjǿrn Hjelmeset and added: ‘this event is a fantastic opportunity to spend one day together with other big champions from the past and most of all to promote cross country skiing’. The five times World Champion gold medallist Hjelmeset was followed by Alfio Di Gregorio and last year’s winner Bruno Debertolis of Italy. 
Ukrainian Lada Nesterenko closed 14th in last season’s World Cup race on the Alpe Cermis, and this year decided to run the ‘Rampa’ event. ‘I knew this uphill pretty well and today I enjoyed it a lot’, said today’s female winner, ‘even if it is probably the toughest track in the world.’ Slovenian former pro Petra Majdic was among the participants and, as Nesterenko said, ‘this time I was way more relaxed than past times. I could slow down and breathe whenever I wanted to, and then re-start again. However, I think this is the last time I climb this mountain. It’s so hard.” 

Czech multi-Olympic and World Championships medallist Katerina Neumannova came in third, preceding last year’s winner Lysanne Zago, 1994 Freestyle Olympic Champion Stine Lisa Hattestad Bratsberg, and above mentioned Majdic. ‘Val di Fiemme is the place to be for cross country lovers. I feel like home here and this track is absolutely fantastic’.
Former ski jumper Andreas Goldberger was also in the race, and so were countryman Alois Stadlober, Markus Hasler of Liechtenstein and Italy’s Fulvio Valbusa. Viessmann FIS Tour de Ski creator Jürg Capol took also part in 2012 ‘Rampa con i Campioni’ and commented live the race while skiing. 
Along with the Rampa con i Campioni event, a race of the Italian Cup circuit took place and Fabio Clementi and Barbara Antonelli crossed the finish line first. 
Regarding 2012 Tour de Ski finals, the first at the start are the ladies at 12.30, followed by men at 2.30.

Results Rampa con I Campioni:

Men:

1) Odd-bjoern Hjelmeset (NOR) 34’31.7; 2) Alfio Di Gregorio (ITA) 34’40.9; 3) Bruno Debertolis (ITA) 35’13.6; 4) Ivan Debertolis (ITA) 36’06.;1 5) Manuel Bortolas (ITA) 36’35.1

Ladies:

1) Lada Nesterenko (UKR) 39’08.9; 2) Clara Bettega (ITA) 42’19.7; 3) Katerina Neumannova (KZE) 43’51.7; 4) Adele Lay (CAN) 45’33.4; 5) Lysanne Zago (ITA) 46’03.3

